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Analysis of Micro-Alloy Elements
as Solute and Nanometer-Sized Precipitation in Hot Rolled Steel Sheet
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Abstract:

The size and amount of fine carbides precipitated in hot rolled steel sheets are one of the important factors for
microstructures which govern material properties. JFE Steel has developed quantitative analytical techniques of those
fine precipitates. An initial stage of precipitation can be observed using a spherical aberration corrected scanning
transmission electron microscopy (Cs-STEM). X-ray absorption fine structure (XAFS) analysis using a synchrotron
light source is applied as a non-destructive quantitative analytical method of precipitation fraction. A new laboratory
scale method of analytical chemistry to quantify solid solution element has been developed. Precipitation from solid
solution was analysed using a combination of the above techniques. Quantitative values of the size and number

density of fine carbides are available using these techniques to control material properties.
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Photo 1 Transmission electron microscope (TEM) images of interphase precipitation of (Ti, Mo) C
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Photo 2 Transmission electron microscope (TEM) images of platelet carbides
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Fig.1 Radial distribution function of Ti and Mo in hot rolled
steel sheet (Fourier power spectra of yk°. Here,  is

an oscillation component of extended X-ray absorption
fine structure (EXAFS) in k space.)
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Table 1 Solid solution fraction of hot rolled steel sheet obtained
from extended X-ray absorption fine structure (EXAFS)
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Fig. 2 Precipitation fraction of Ti and Mo in the hot rolled steel
sheet obtained from solid solution analysis, X-ray absorption
fine structure (XAFS), and extractionan alysis
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Photo 3 Annular dark field scanning transmission electron
microscope (STEM) image of platelet carbides
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Fig.3 X-ray absorption fine structure (XAFS) spectra of Ti-K
and Mo-K edge for hot rolled steel sheet
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Fig.4 Holding time dependence of precipitation fraction of Ti
and Mo
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Photo 4 Transmission electron micrographs of fine carbides
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Table 2 Estimated number density of fine carbides
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