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A New Joint for a Pipe-truss Bridge
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This paper deals with the development of a new joint for a pipe-truss bridge. In order to the joint of the
pipe-truss bridge is required to decrease the stress concentration. Three joint types, namely, “ diverged pipe
joint” , “ C-type cast joint” , and “ gusset joint” are numerically analysis and investigated stress concentration
mechanisms. As the result of the investigation, we propose “ cylindrical cast joint” that has the advantage of
the “ diverged pipe joint” and the “ C-type cast joint” . We concluded that the “ cylindrical cast joint” excelsin
cost performance, durability, and execution. Fatigue experiments were conducted in order to investigate the
fatigue durability of the  cylindrical cast joint” .
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Fig.2 Span and cross section of this pipe-truss bridge

Table 1 Joint structures

Model Merit Demerit
1) -Material +Manufac-
Diverged cost turable
pipe
joint - Spectacle -Execution
+Execution
@ A, cost
Gusset WW - Spectacle
- 7 -Manufac-
joint
turable
3 +Manufac-
3) turable -Material
C-type cost
cast joint +Execution
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Table 2 Boundary conditions

Chord axis force Diagonal axis force
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Table 3 Results of diverged pipe joint

Chord axis force Diagonal axis force

Maximum value
k=2.91 (27.6 kgf/mm?2)

N

\ V4

Contour
(tension) <j E>
Maximum value
Kk=2.11 (21.5 kgf/mm2
S.C.F*
2.11 2.91
(k)
Cause Shape Shear stress

% Stress concentration factor
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Table 4 Results of gusset joint

Chord axis force Diagonal axis force

Maximum value
k=2.03 (19.2kgf/mm?)

Contour
(tension) <::| |:>
/Maxmum value
k=3.16 (32.3 kgf/mm?) EEEEEE
S.C.F*
3.16 2.03
(k)
Cause Edge of splice 2 Joint of splice

Table 5 Results of C-type cast joint

Chord axis force Diagonal axis force
Maximum value
k=2.17 (20.6 kgf/mm?2)
Contour
(tension) C:‘ [>
Maximum value
k=3.13 (32.0 kgf/mm?)
S.C.F*
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Cause Cover plate ¥ Shortage of cover plate
length
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Table 6 Cylindrical cast joint

Model

+ Hollow cast structure
+ Smooth shape

+ Grooved shape

+ Thickness of plates

Points

Table 7 Results of cylindrical cast joint

Chord axis force Diagonal axis force
Maximum value
V k=1.91 (18.1 kgf/mm?)
Contour
(tension) <j |:>
Maximum value
k=1.57 (16.0kgf/mm?)
S.C.F*
1.57 1.91
K
Cause Welded shape Welded shape
Table 8 Summary of FEM results
Diverged Gusset C-type Cylindrical
pipe joint joint cast joint cast joint
Chord axis 2.11 3.16 3.13 1.57
force
Diagonal 2.91 2.03 217 191
axis force
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Fig.3 Chord fatigue experiment
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Fig.4 Diagonal fatigue experiment
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Fig.5 Results of chord fatigue experiments
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Fig.6 Results of diagonal fatigue experiments
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Fig.7 Summary of fatigue experiments
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